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Activity Length:

Strawberry Thanksgiving- reading time will vary (if in or out-of-class); discussion 30 minutes
Create your own legend- Two- 50 minute class periods to prepare.  Presentations-5 minutes per group.
Let’s Write and Proof! – 60 minutes or 10 minutes to explain assignment and sent home as homework.
Berry Math Lesson – 30 minutes

Student Objectives:
1. Read and analyze a piece of literature

2. Create a story of their own based on what was previously read

3. Using props, present the story to their peers
4. Students will be able to write various types of short stories and poems about strawberries.

5. Ability to proof-read stories and poems.

Wisconsin Model Academic Standards:

	English
	A.4.1
	A.4.2
	A.4.3
	A.4.4
	B.4.1
	C.4.1
	C.4.2
	C.4.3

	Math
	A.4.1
	A.4.3
	A.4.4
	B.4.1
	B.4.2
	B.4.3
	B.4.5

	Science
	F.4.3

	Social Studies
	A.4.4
	A.4.6
	A.4.7
	D.4.3


Introduction: Berry Bunch’s Strawberry Fast Facts
Important Terms:

· Legend: An unverified story handed down from earlier times, especially one popularly believed to be historical.
Materials for this activity:
· Strawberry Thanksgiving. By Paulla Jennings (1992) Modern Curriculum Press. The book is written by a Niantic Narragansett educator, historian and author. If the book is not available, another book that talks about legends could be used. Strawberry Thanksgiving talks about the origination of strawberries so it relates better to this lesson. 
· Student chosen props for their own legends

Lesson Outline:
Strawberry Thanksgiving

Students will read a legend that tells the Native American origination of strawberries.
1. As a class, or individually, or in small groups read Strawberry Thanksgiving  by Paulla Jennings. 
2. After complete, discuss the truth behind the story and the definition of a legend.  Why were legends created?  
3. Refer to University of Illinois Extension (http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/strawberries/history.html) Also available in Spanish-  for information on strawberry history and lore.
4. What purpose did legends serve in the Native American culture?
Create your own legend

Utilizing the style of writing previously read, students will create their own fictitious legend about another Wisconsin product.

1. In small groups (2-3 students per group) have students briefly summarize the important parts of the Strawberry Thanksgiving story and the steps in formation of the plot. If the book was not available, there can be class discussion about how inventions or new products are created.
2. Each group will choose its own product originating in Wisconsin and create a legend on how that product originated. Students may want to research the product or commodity on the Internet to see the actual history of the product.
3. Encourage students to follow the same story line as the Strawberry 
Thanksgiving.
4. Include the elements of plot and setting, sequence of events, and character roles in the stories.
5. Allow the use of one prop to help illustrate the main point of the story.
6. With the use of their written story and one prop per group member, the students will come before the class and share their legends with their peers.

Let’s Write and Proof!

Students will be able to write various types of short stories and poems about strawberries and practice their proof-reading skills.

1. Students can determine the type of writing assignment they’d like to complete: short story or poem.
2. Students are instructed as to the format of the paper. This can follow the teacher’s established rules or could include: student’s name, date, topic, and assignment. 
3. Students create their writing assignment in pencil. Their work must focus on strawberries- facts, history, use of strawberries, a fond memory related to strawberries, or other strawberry-related topic.
4. Students proof-read their own work in red ink.
5. Students exchange papers or have one parent proof-read their assignment making comments in black ink.
6. Final copies will be turned into the teacher for grading. 
7. Optional activity- 

a. Create a bulletin board with student’s writing projects. 

b. Students share their work with the class.

Berry Math Lesson

1. Distribute Berry Math Worksheet as a classroom activity or homework assignment

Suggested Reading Materials:

· University of Illinois Extension (http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/strawberries/history.html) Also available in Spanish
Additional Worksheets:
· Careers Guide related to strawberries
· Ag Statistics Lesson Plan related to strawberries
Related activities:

· Allow students to further explore different legends and create individual legends on their family name or the history of their hometown.

· Refer students to the Growing a Nation – The Story of American Agriculture (www.agclassroom.org/gan) to learn about agricultural history. 
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