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FUN FACES OF WISCONSIN AGRICULTURE


PORKCHOP’S PORK FAST FACTS (8/2011)
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Production Information


Hogs are raised in various types of housing ranging from indoor housing systems to pasture. Sows can give birth (farrow) up to three times a year. From breeding, it takes 3 months, 3 weeks and 3 days (112-115 days) for the baby piglets to be born. Litter sizes will vary from 8-10 piglets. Piglets will weigh about 3-4 pounds at birth. Farrowing stalls are used to protect the baby pigs from being injured by the sow. Pigs are weaned when they are 2-4 weeks old. It takes about 5-6 months for a pig to reach market weight of 220-260 pounds.





Swine are monogastrics which means their stomach has one compartment. Because the stomach area is smaller, they require higher amounts of concentrates which are grains low in fiber and higher in digestible nutrients. Pigs will eat about 870 pounds of corn and 120 pounds of protein to reach market weight. It takes about 3.5 pounds of feed to produce 1 pound of live weight. 





There are nine major swine breeds. Crossbreds are animals from two different breeds to produce an offspring that is better than either of the parents. 





Sow- female hog that has farrowed a litter of pigs


Boar- male hog


Barrow – male hog that has been castrated


Gilt – female hog that has not farrowed a litter of pigs





Wisconsin Production


In December 2009, the swine inventory was about 360,000 pigs. Production was about 189 million pounds. Hogs are among Wisconsin’s top ten commodities, with $93 million in sales each year. Wisconsin was home to 2,200 farms with swine in 2007. Counties with the most hogs include Grant, Sauk, Dodge, Dane and Lafayette. The Wisconsin Pork Association represents the interests of its members on social issues, public and government policies, environment, animal welfare and safety.  








Career Information


Herdsman and producers will care for the swine’s dietary, housing and physical needs. Processors will harvest animals and process them for sale to restaurants and grocery stores. Meat graders will inspect the processing plants. People are needed in nutrition and feed sales to help producers with feed selection, ration balancing and supply. Veterinarians are needed to care for the treatment, vaccinations and other health needs. 





Other Information


There are different types of production systems for swine:�• Farrow-to-finish farms where the pigs stay on the same farm from birth to finishing at market weights of about 260 pounds.�• Farrow-nursery farms that will farrow pigs and then sell 40-60 pound feeder pigs to grow-finish farms.�• Farrow-to-wean farms that sell 10-15 pound weaned pigs to nursery-grow-finish farms.�• Wean-to-finish farms that buy weaned pigs and finish them to market weights.





No other animal produces a wider range of by-products that pigs do. One example is that there are over 40 different drugs and medical products produced including heart valves, insulin, and skin to help with burns. 





Trivia


Pigs can’t sweat as they don’t have sweat glands.


A pig can run a 7 minute mile!


A pig’s squeal reaches 110-115 decibels, the same as the sound of a jet.


There are over 100 million pigs raised in the United States.


The average American eats 46 pounds of pork.








