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The following story outlines a typical day for a swine farmer.  Circle or underline the different jobs that are performed throughout the day.


This morning I woke up at 3:30 to the sound of an early spring storm.  Knowing that our sows (mother pigs) would soon be having their babies, I was worried and went outside to check on them.  Outside I realized the storm was much worse than I thought and a piece of the roof had blown off our farrowing barn (the barn where the sows have their babies).  Knowing that it was important to keep them warm and healthy, I quickly patched the roof to make sure the rain didn’t damage too much of the inside.  After the weather cleared, I would do a more thorough job of fixing it.  


By the time the roof was fixed, it was time for me to feed the animals.  The mother pigs get a different recipe than the growing babies and the older pigs, so I carefully fed the different groups of animals, making sure they got what was needed for their nutritional requirements.  While I was feeding, one sow began to farrow (have her babies).  I checked on her and she was doing fine.  As each of the piglets were born, I watched to make sure they were healthy and gave them their needed shots to grow up strong.  


After breakfast, I checked my e-mail and checked the weather to see what the rest of the day would include.  Since it would be raining for most of the day, I took care of many inside responsibilities by balancing the checkbook and paying bills, ordering some more medicines and supplies from the local co-op feed store, and worked on advertisements and marketing that would appear in a pork producers’ magazine.  In my e-mail, I received a message from a teacher that would be bringing her class to a farm tour the next day so I could teach them about my job of raising pigs.  We focus our operation on raising quality breeding and show animals, so I also receive many e-mails from potential buyers and sellers and need to evaluate the best way to market and purchase new animals for my operation.


To allow my son and daughter to be involved in our operation, we also grow our own crops.  As the rain stopped, we began to ready the machinery to plant the corn and soybeans that we would feed our animals and sell in the upcoming year.  Before taking machinery into the field, it is important to make sure things are running in top condition to operate the most efficiently, and save our farm some money.  As a team, we repaired the roof of the farrowing barn, as things go much faster when there are more people.


After checking on the animals again, I went into town for an environmental education meeting put on by our local Extension Office.  These meetings help me to be the most environmentally aware as I can be to make sure the environment is in good condition when my son and daughter take over.  


Before going to bed that night, I made one final check on the pigs to see that they were doing all right, and then went to bed to make sure I was ready for whatever happened the next day.
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